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“A photo-booth picture taken at the Ace Hotel in Shoreditch,” says the minimalist lighting
designer Michael Anastassiades, who in this slide show shares his passions and inspirations.
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Michael Anastassiades’s lighting and furniture are the very picture of minimalism, but
the designer dislikes the limited nature of the word. “I like to start broadly with my
research and take information away,” says the London-based Cypriot. “It’s a distillation
process.” His uncompromising aesthetic — a blend of clever functionality and spare
organic beauty — has earned the 49-year-old a loyal following. His Calder-inspired
mobiles and spheres are sold in such design meccas as the Future Perfect and Ralph
Pucci, and he has collaborated with FIOS and the Parisian fashion boutique Colette.

“l bought my house and
studio in Waterloo when |
was 30. | don’t think I'll ever
really feel it’s finished.”
Philip Sinden
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Anastassiades moved to England in the 1980s to study civil engineering, but after
completing his degree he decided to start over and enroll in design school. “No one was
creative in my family,” he says. “| wasn’t aware that one could study the design of
everyday objects.” After experimenting with more cerebral concepts post-graduation,
Anastassiades discovered his sweet spot while furnishing his home. Noticing a shortage
of elegant but useful lighting, he designed a few things for himself. “| wasn’t even trying
to sell pieces at the time,” Anastassiades recalls. “| just wanted to express my ideas.”

“I always enjoy solving a practical problem. My Tip of the Tongue light fixture is perfect for one’s bedside
table.” “Tip of the Tongue,” courtesy of Michael Anastassiades

A version of this article appears in print on Dec. 4, 2016, Page 84 of T Magazine with the
headline: Michael Anastassiades.
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